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District or Subdistrict Office having 
jurisdiction over its mine. If an oper-
ator cannot contact the appropriate 
MSHA District or Subdistrict Office, it 
shall immediately contact the MSHA 
Headquarters Office in Arlington, Vir-
ginia by telephone, at (800) 746–1553. 

[58 FR 63528, Dec. 2, 1993]

§ 50.11 Investigation. 
(a) After notification of an accident 

by an operator, the MSHA District or 
Subdistrict Manager will promptly de-
cide whether to conduct an accident in-
vestigation and will promptly inform 
the operator of his decision. If MSHA 
decides to investigate an accident, it 
will initiate the investigation within 24 
hours of notification. 

(b) Each operator of a mine shall in-
vestigate each accident and each occu-
pational injury at the mine. Each oper-
ator of a mine shall develop a report of 
each investigation. No operator may 
use Form 7000–1 as a report, except that 
an operator of a mine at which fewer 
than twenty miners are employed may, 
with respect to that mine, use Form 
7000–1 as an investigation report re-
specting an occupational injury not re-
lated to an accident. No operator may 
use an investigation or an investiga-
tion report conducted or prepared by 
MSHA to comply with this paragraph. 
An operator shall submit a copy of any 
investigation report to MSHA at its re-
quest. Each report prepared by the op-
erator shall include, 

(1) The date and hour of occurrence; 
(2) The date the investigation began; 
(3) The names of individuals partici-

pating in the investigation; 
(4) A description of the site; 
(5) An explanation of the accident or 

injury, including a description of any 
equipment involved and relevant 
events before and after the occurrence, 
and any explanation of the cause of 
any injury, the cause of any accident 
or cause of any other event which 
caused an injury; 

(6) The name, occupation, and experi-
ence of any miner involved; 

(7) A sketch, where pertinent, includ-
ing dimensions depicting the occur-
rence; 

(8) A description of steps taken to 
prevent a similar ocurrence in the fu-
ture; and 

(9) Identification of any report sub-
mitted under § 50.20 of this part.

§ 50.12 Preservation of evidence. 

Unless granted permission by a 
MSHA District Manager or Subdistrict 
Manager, no operator may alter an ac-
cident site or an accident related area 
until completion of all investigations 
pertaining to the accident except to 
the extent necessary to rescue or re-
cover an individual, prevent or elimi-
nate an imminent danger, or prevent 
destruction of mining equipment. 

[42 FR 65535, Dec. 30, 1977; 43 FR 1617, Jan. 11, 
1978]

Subpart C—Reporting of 
Accidents, Injuries, and Illnesses

§ 50.20 Preparation and submission of 
MSHA Report Form 7000–1—Mine 
Accident, Injury, and Illness Re-
port. 

(a) Each operator shall maintain at 
the mine office a supply of MSHA Mine 
Accident, Injury, and Illness Report 
Form 7000–1. These may be obtained 
from MSHA Metal and Nonmetal Mine 
Safety and Health District Offices and 
from MSHA Coal Mine Safety and 
Health Subdistrict Offices. Each oper-
ator shall report each accident, occupa-
tional injury, or occupational illness at 
the mine. The principal officer in 
charge of health and safety at the mine 
or the supervisor of the mine area in 
which an accident or occupational in-
jury occurs, or an occupational illness 
may have originated, shall complete or 
review the form in accordance with the 
instructions and criteria in §§ 50.20–1 
through 50.20–7. If an occupational ill-
ness is diagnosed as being one of those 
listed in § 50.20–6(b)(7), the operator 
must report it under this part. The op-
erator shall mail completed forms to 
MSHA within ten working days after 
an accident or occupational injury oc-
curs or an occupational illness is diag-
nosed. When an accident specified in 
§ 50.10 occurs, which does not involve 
an occupational injury, sections A, B, 
and items 5 through 11 of section C of 
Form 7000–1 shall be completed and 
mailed to MSHA in accordance with 
the instructions in § 50.20–1 and criteria 
contained in §§ 50.20–4 through 50.20–6. 
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